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aw 2 suit where} © 
as to ad-| ' 


the principles involved in them, 


Ae. to. the ‘great ‘mans of private claims, 
‘the opinions of members of Congress are 


sounded upon @ very hasty examination, and 


| are, in general, by no means cherished with 


apoto- | Action upon them, apon: a nestminttion wn. 4 HOM 


any such tenacity as to affect their judicial 


t,. der different ciroumstances and in » different 


i chee rapt fens apr 


‘The effect of the Pressdei's rule eee 
{esi Sh fo rated the Cousthd 
} onty class of persons whose habits, knowt- 


‘ha | 30 embrace-them. | | 
“The Jindyes und odlicitte of the Court were. | 


Wee Cael dikes 
Frags heeprgaaiepamnpe pa recovered 


by suitors in other. civil processes... Very } 


matiy of the claims against the General Gov- 
ernment are small in amount, and they often 
arise at points remote from the capital, as | 


weet well.as from the permanent residence of the - 


a . er ak By art ot ‘lew. 
would involve aa éxpeadvan’ 


Conky | 


2 pageant ‘for services| 
ofmed or moneys expended in* foreiga 
rary a ig ck 

of 


the testimony receivable in ordina- 
"parties, . 
-@ length 
of time, which would render a:euit_ at law in 
very: many cases a hopeless remedy. - 

~ Fourthty—A more ttaportant objection than 


-Peither ‘of the: foregoing, with respect to the 


nd | deration that a large’ 
| \grésented to the National 


‘National at least, ig the consi- 


_ Of, thie “otaims 


question of | founded on equities growing. out | of the re- 


lations between the Government andthe peo- - 
| ple, which have no analogy to the ‘principles: 


Oi of common or statute law that determine: 


— ss 


| them. 


‘| ‘petuniary rights ‘end liberties between private, 
individuals; and the common’ law courts, 
therefore, are unsuitable tribunals fer the ad- 
judication of these claims, because they de- 


| pend on principles unknown to the law with 


which those tribunals are conversant. 
The equities in question cénstitute,a thew 


} and special branch ‘of public law, and claims 


founded on them can properly be made.a sub- 
ject of legal investigation enly by boards 
Y familiarized by lobg experience and’ carefal 
| study with the nature of these equities, and 
Semeepernannn raion afweibanee Telenging (49 


Op. the othey hand, the difficulties of the 
‘present ‘system are practically hardly less 


ind | formidahlé, ‘So far as the qualifications of the 
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‘On grounds of the public welfare, pe upay | 
sist on their right to commit ‘for profit What 
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1 = , scant ande-ernactoce irl 
untrue, and the offepring ef either 
: ~ Every one en reading - 
pean . Would come ‘at once to this 
a: -' But thiscould-not satisfy him, 

ids to his letter the following : 


t what have been gold of these boxes 
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et | ‘tribupal are concerned, indeed, the members 


“geen rene gente boa competent judi- 
| catureyy but “thé” digposdl of the’ numerous 

elaitns -which-are. presented to them’ 
ted lace © Lg poop sie tle 


_ pecan rari aartinrt 
} camrt, Thus it constantly happens that many 
-elaims are never reported. on ; others, whiok 
receive the action of the Committees, are not 


dP peached On’ the calendar; and those « whieh 


‘are passed on by Congress are often very im- 
‘perfectly epnegee ane a8 eli un- 


laudable attempt to provide a remedy for 
these evils ; but so far as can be judged, it 
seems by nO.means. likely. to prove ap eff 


tient cure ; ati indeed. the experiment may | 


be said to have ‘already failed . before ‘it’ has 
been tried, . 

‘There are two. obvicite ébjeotions :to’ the 
law ; the first, & want of precision in. speci-. 
oe eee 
Court is “to have ; the 
tay are etree eat . fare, ond. 
1 | effect to the judgment af the: 
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Jaws on the subject, preferring to 

dhenp questions Mie its own special 
Is the Court of Olsims. to take jurisdi 

of such claims as these! - Nereg aren 


“do otherwise. than reject them, as not being | 
could}. 


legal demands? Certainly Congress 
not have intended to impose the duty of de- 
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termining such cases upon this Court, though _ 
ed ah 26 aaa 


apon {spend mid. poutimnettefite the dah of | UE 


pO" } March-last. Their first meeting was held on 
the 12th of July, and after two or three days 


Wie spent im settling such questions a3 whether: 
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; a hocaton $e 
law juris. 


ag Brn of of 
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Chancery, except the by..the oath 
of the defendant ; and the Sxpense add délay 
of obtaining 4 hearing ppd adjudication upon. 
2 claim will trot be les than that of carrying 
‘a contested cause (hrough any of the United’ 
States Circait, Courts ; besides which, it isto 
be remembered that thé successful complain- 
‘gut recovers no. costs, and has still to undergo 
‘thé chances ‘of Congressional action, after 
‘having litigated his elaiin before the Court at 
his own cost, and ve Government counsel 
to oppose him. 

The Court is, in fact, but a Committee ; its 
judgment is a mere report, and the proceed- 
ings before it have all the disadvantages of 
legal process, and nothing of the economy and 
convenience .of. action by a Congressional 
Committee. 

Hitherto the claimant. has néodol no.coun- 
sel but his own representative or some other 
friend in Congress ; his ‘testimony has-been 
taken without fixed form, commission, notice 
or subpena, and Congress has been content 
with any evidence, even without the formality 
of ‘an oath, which; apért° from legal rales, 
would be considered as reasonably sufficient 
to establish the facts. 

Under the new jaw and the rules adopted 
th pursuance of it, the Court must be furnish- 
ed with a full'and minufe printed: statement - 
of the.case, ‘and of all prgeeedings in Congress . 
 Af,any, upon it, 

> all téstt. 
ission and upon. 
interrogatories, atid. imiist be given to 
the Government Solio the rate of one 
day for every .twenty ye for distances } 
Above 600 miles from Washington, (s0 that if 
‘testimony isto be taken im Europe or Califor- 
nia, halfa year’s notice, upon the average, 
would be required ;) fittorneys but those 
admitted to practice in ‘Supreme ‘Court of 
the United States, or the highest Court of 
some State or territery,#an appear before the 
Court, and printed triefs of the arguments 
must be furnished to the Court upon every 
hearing. 

As we’ have already: said, 2 large propor- 
bea tre vty” distant from 
Washington, and mony must..of 
course. generally. be “at those ‘poitits. 
In the case, of a claim for services‘or moneys 
expended im Oregon, or in Enropé,,, (0. 8 
nothing of more distant points, ) or, even 
‘Texas or New-Mexioo, ‘how soon might the. 

tition hearing ‘upon bis. case? 


pre- | after al, leaves the”Glaimamt jast where it | A 


A favorable deoinion does not re- 


from the nécneniayial: SEGA. , 
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aed or taper a aint 


<2 98S. SSS 


Ps sictas amas ure, anehtoaned 


‘Mr. Bavore and Mr. Oaetiere, and Mr. Cox, 


"] were duly qualified 60 appear as attorneys be- |. 
‘T fore this wotshipful Court, ‘their Honors are 
said to have adjourned to the middle of Octo. 
ber, when it is hoped they ‘will be ready to 
begin to commence. How many cases will 
they-be prepared to report oa at the.com- 
menocement of the session, and at what cost 


sieht aeleadets Prt which we. 
‘daily’ walk 


vo the unfortunate laimainits ; and how.meay “s 
other public creditors, who bave in their | 
pockéts.abundant moral evidence of the jas- | 


tice of their claims, will ‘in the tmeantinie 
©") ‘nave been virtually delayed until the incom- 
ing of another. Administration, because the 
Tiles require them, to have. testimony taken 
under a commission upon 6 year's notice in 
South America, or the,.East Indies, or.even 
in Californiat The next session of Congress, 
being the long one, will: have abundant time 
for action on all private Claims now pending, 
or for the elaboration of a more efficient sys- 
tem ; ‘and it is ‘hoped that ‘the new Legisla- 
ture will commence’ its labors by abolishing 
this Committee of outsiders, and returning 
to a system which, - although bad, ip mack: 


better than-Mr. Bropngap’s substitute. 
rrr 


Tell it to the Marines: 

We publish in another column a long letter 
from “an old Sergeant” of Marines, in rela- 
tion to our rémarks, a few days*since, on 
young Americans going into.thé navy as 
common sailors, . The old Sergeant depre- 
cates‘ our remarks as tending to bring dis- 
credit upon the service, though his own letter 
in.a very rematkable manner justifies ail that 
we said. The whole merits of the:case-lie in 
® very small compass, and, if the people could 
éver be instructed as to the managéméit of 
the military departments of our government, 
we have not-the least doubt that a radical and 
wholesome reform would immediately be ef- 
fected, which would, save us from the inevit- 
able disasters of the “routine” system. which ., 
have been. inflicted upon England, since the 
commencement of the war ‘on’ Russia. “The 
truth is that our naval system is not materially 
different from that of England, the différence 
being in favor of the English; and,if we 
should ever be -engeged “if a-.war, it 
will either be immediately abandoned or’we 


‘shall reap @ plentiful harvest of disasters. ». If 


the Presidency were. open only to a limited 
class of. Government employés, who were 
‘put ixito the .line‘of promotion in their boy- 
hood Without any special reference to their 
qualifications for the important post they 
would. some day be calléd upon ‘to ‘fill, we 
imagine it would not be long before the sys- 
tem .of President making was abolished. 
Every men would feel himself personally out- 


raged who was ‘fiot included in the class of }; 


embryo presidents. We all: know that. not 
more. then one out of every two millions of 
‘citizens cab ever reach the Presidency, yet 
we are all. perfectly satisfied te know that we 
are ‘Bot éxclided fromi it by law or custom. 
But the Democratic principle of. our Consti- 


bas conformed to the Church of | 2 
can be no mistake aboat ber af ew gigs LO 
ter of this has spoken many times to ber on these | - 9. 
subjeets, and the family are remarkable ‘for ed-|-e9 
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competent .bonds or the foliliment:6f their | 


contract, and thie master is now in the hands 4 


of Mr. Estixe; the Commissioner ‘of § 
and Lamps. If the contract. should at. 
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cause the terms of the contract to be 
enforced. Al) that ‘we demand-is 
streets be’ kept clean, let tle contractors, or 
operators be machines ormen.. ~~" 
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Nightingale... . 
Newane, N. J., Pruday, Judy 20, 1885. if 
- Incone of your papers of thig. week, in’ au~. 
swer to apatite menoegt J who inquites whether 


| Mise Nrowvinéste ‘is a Roman Catholic or & es 
Protestant, you state that she is.a Unitarian. This | ©9- 


is a mistake, and as such has Seen more than once 
corrected Miss NicutmncaLs is act a Roman, 
but an Anglo-Catholic, andas such, has been ¢a- 
gaged in works of mercy in the Engligh. Church 
under the direction of the Bishop of London; be- 
fore she went to Scutari. 


As {em guie that sathing weild grieve her more | 


that to have your statement credited, and as we all 


‘delight to honor her, I beg that'you will give this |. 


Gasial pepeninince in. yore ealeee- 
A Susscarsse. 


‘A gentleman now in this country, whe was |. 


an intimate. friend of the family, sends us the 
following note in reference to this matter, 
which we publish as 4 reply to the above: — 
“ Mr. aod Mrs. Nieutiveace, Miss Niewrin- 
Gate, the eldest sister of Fiorence, and Fro 


gence NIGHTINGALE herself, are Uniterians, even “Gre 


severe and strict Unitarians.. Mrs. Niowtineas, 


from whom Fuorence has chiefly derived the 
-self-eacrificing of ‘character which has.j & 
bdme her tothe East, is.a sister of Mr. Nicneu~} 







son, of Waverley Abbey, Swires, a strict Unita- 
riss. Mr. Bokwam Carten, ber cousin, M. P. for 
Winchester, is the only member of 


hering to their faith, under the severe trial to which 


the strong prejudice against Unitarians among the | - 
higher classes of England constaatly exposed | . ak 
cecipitie king whe tides eee oe : 


Hampshire, owing to the absence of a Unitarian 
Church, they attended the service of , the -C 
of England, and Frorsyce: } 
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